Housing Vetoes

The Governor vetoed over $65 million in housing appropriations.  

Cash appropriations:

Neighborhood Preservation - $4,966,500 to restore NPCs to $65,000

Rural Preservation - $2,345,000 to restore RPCs to $65,000

Rural Community Revitalization - $400,000 for small communities projects

Urban Homeownership Assistance Program - $440,000

The legislature also added $57 million in cash from over funded HFA/SONYMA reserves.

These funds were vetoed.  

They included:

Housing Trust Funds - $20 million increasing the total to $45 million
Affordable Housing Corp - $20 million to $45 million
Homes for Working Families $7.5 million to $14.5 million
RESTORE - $2 million to $2.4 million
Rural Area Revitalization (RARP) - $4.5 million
Urban Initiatives - $2 million
Rural Home Ownership - $1 million
Also vetoed from TANF funded appropriations

Supplemental Homelessness Intervention Program - $4,000,000

Supported Housing for Families and Young Adults - $2.500,000

Emergency Homeless
- $500,000

Runaway and Homeless Youth - $307,800

Homeless Veteran’s Outreach - $199,500

Veteran’sVetoes

The elimination of funds for homeless veterans outreach and supportive services, coupled with 50% cuts to the Neighborhood and Rural Preservation companies, hampers the ability of local community organizations to address a growing need among veterans. As veterans return home from the Iraq War in need of housing and supportive services some will find that their welcome home is tenuous living in a shelter since the supportive transitional and permanent housing options and services have been curtailed by the Governor. 

Eight community organizations scattered throughout the state, which have a history of successful service to homeless veterans, will be affected by the vetoes. In the case of an Albany company, the combined funding cuts will most likely result in the loss of a staff person assigned to outreach and case management services and slow efforts to bring a 12 room veterans congregate living facility into operation.

